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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

FilmLA Issues Second Update on Production Restart Progress 
 

 
LOS ANGELES – August 5, 2020 – FilmLA, partner film office for the City and County 
of Los Angeles and other local jurisdictions – today issued an update regarding regional 
filming activity following the reopening of most areas in LA County to production.   
 

After receiving the go-ahead from local authorities to begin processing film permits, 
FilmLA resumed remote office operations on June 15.  Limited filming activity was 
underway in the region by June 19.  
 
Since then, FilmLA has received approximately 577 film permit applications from 422 
unique projects. Daily application intake has increased marginally over time, growing 
from approximately 14 applications per day in late June to 18 per day in late July. This 
is around 34 percent of the application count FilmLA would expect under normal 
conditions, upheld principally by activity in the advertising industry (still photography and 
commercials). TV Reality production has also started to resume; FilmLA cautions that 
overall activity will remain low until scripted television and feature production pick up – 
which is expected in early September.       
 
“It is not an exaggeration to say that there are few other industries seeking to reopen as 
responsibly as the film business,” noted FilmLA President Paul Audley. “Hundreds of 
smaller projects have successfully applied safe set practices as outlined in state and 
local public health orders. Meanwhile, continuing dialogue between studio and labor 
representatives is driving focused attention to cast, crew and vendor safety and 
compliance.” 
 
Currently, all 16 of the city and county jurisdictions served by FilmLA are open to 
filming, while one of the six school districts served by FilmLA has also reopened to host 
filming and base camp parking on campus. 
 
 

- MORE - 
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FilmLA’s COVID-19 Resource Center (www.filmla.com/covid-19) lists the areas served 
by FilmLA and their current filming availability. This page also includes links to 
resources from film industry organizations and the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health, including mandatory Health Orders that apply to filming on location. 
 
“As production continues to pick up, it’s essential that the hosting communities are 
assured about the industry’s commitment to safety,” added Audley. “Being closed to the 
public, the physical film production environment is among the safer work settings 
available to essential workers in California. The presence of a film company, working 
with a valid permit and adhering fully to County health orders, is something we hope 
local communities will welcome.” 
 
 

Sign up here for access to FilmLA Research updates: 
 

https://www.filmla.com/our-services/research/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
About FilmLA 
 
FilmLA is a not-for-profit organization and the official film office of the City and County 
of Los Angeles, among an ever-increasing roster of local municipalities. Through 
expedited permit processing, comprehensive community relations, film policy analysis 
and other services, FilmLA works to streamline and enhance the on-location 
filmmaking process for communities and content creators, to ensure the Greater Los 
Angeles economy continues to thrive. Learn more about FilmLA at www.filmla.com. 
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PRODUCTION ACTIVITY, SINCE RESTART
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Permit Applications Unique Titles Shooting

Week 11 Week 2 Week 32 Week 4 Week 5

422

577

Total3 unique titles*

Total permit applications

*NOTE: Pertains to productions shooting that week, 
regardless of filming duration. 

1 FilmLA began accepting applications on 6/15, and 
first productions began shooting on 6/19 

2 Holiday week with o ces closed 7/4 and 7/5 

3 Pertains to unique titles only, regardless of 
shooting duration. Therefore, numbers are lower 
than totals. 

4 Excludes titles shooting on Week 1, due to low 
number (15 total)

Week 6 Week 7

 92 average4 

 82 average 


